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Welcome to the 2018 edition of the Bridgend and District 
Local History Society Journal. 
The very sad loss of our Chairman, Mike Stokes, in 2017 left a gap 
which was hard to fill. This is a special edition of the Society’s journal 
devoted to Mike, and the involvement his family has had with the town 
of Bridgend over many years.  
We have had a very successful year with eight interesting and well 
attended monthly talks. A big thanks to Natalie Murphy for organising 
such a stimulating and varied group of speakers; it is not an easy job 
and must get harder every year. 
In May we enjoyed the Society’s Annual Dinner at The Old Cottage in 
Bridgend, it was an evening of good food and good company.  
Our thanks must go again to Natalie whose exhibition of photographs 
of Old Bridgend at Carnegie House in November 2017 featured many 
taken by Mike Stokes. It was particularly fitting and poignant that his 
family visited the exhibition. 
We’ve also had some trips and are very grateful to Nicole Burnett for 
organising the visit in March to the Mid Glamorgan Archives, which was 
well attended and very much enjoyed. It is hoped that some of our 
members will make use of the huge amount of local history material 
available there to write articles for our Journal in the future. In May we 
enjoyed a fascinating trip to Neath where we had guided tours of the 
Abbey Iron Works and Neath Abbey followed by an enjoyable lunch. 
The Society’s Annual Journal has, for many years, been produced by 
Tracy Girton and I would like to express our thanks for her hard work 
over that time. My thanks, also, to Elaine Williams for organising our 
Annual Dinners so capably. It goes almost without saying that we are 
greatly indebted to Charles Thorpe for looking after the funds for so long 
and keeping our finances in robust health. Their contributions to the 
Committee will be greatly missed. 
Finally I would like to thank the Committee for their enthusiasm and 
ideas over the last year and to you, the members, for your support 
every month here at Carnegie House. 
 
Ian Hutchinson 
Chairman 
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The Mike Stokes Award 
 
We are taking this opportunity to launch the Mike Stokes Award. This is 
a prize of £50 for a piece of original research on an aspect of local 
history by a member of the society. The entry can be in any recognized 
format – a piece of written work, a photo essay, a video or any other 
digital format. It should be original and should include a note of the 
reference material used. We hope to publish the winning entry (where 
possible, depending on the format) in the next issue of the journal. You 
may wish to pick a particular building or area of Bridgend or surrounding 
district, you may wish to look at a local organization or club, an aspect 
of religion or perhaps a local person of historical interest.  
 
These are the details: 
 

§ You must be a member of the society 
§ The piece of work must be original 
§ It must cover an aspect of the local history of Bridgend and 

District 
§ It can be in any recognized format 
§ The Closing Date is 1/3/2019 
§ Entries should be submitted to 

o By email to:  
 secretary.brid.hist.soc@gmail.com 

o By Post to: 
B&DLHS Secretary 
c/o Carnegie House 
Wyndham Street 
Bridgend CF31 1EF 
 

We hope to make this an annual award and, in future years, intend to 
expand the scope with a parallel award for schools as a way of 
encouraging further research and promoting interest in local history 
from an early age. 
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Stokes & Co 
 
Stokes & Co opened in Bridgend in 1896 when Henry John Stokes, 
Mike’s paternal great grandfather took over the existing men’s outfitters 
of Easts. Mr. Stokes ran a similar shop in Aberavon, as Port Talbot was 
then known, alongside the Bridgend shop for a number of years.  
Henry John Stokes was a strong believer in the power of advertising 
and adverts for the shop appear regularly in pre WW1 newspapers. The 
Glamorgan Gazette for 14/4/1916 claims that Stokes & Co: ...can fit 
every back and every pocket and satisfy every taste. In his obituary in 
the Glamorgan Gazette of January 22nd 1926 he was described as one 
of the pioneers of the South Wales retail clothing trade.  
In 1921 he had handed over the business to two sons, Wilfred, Mike’s 
grandfather, and Walter. They ran the business in partnership for two 
years until, in 1923, Wilfred bought out Walter, who later emigrated with 
his wife and son to South Africa. During this time the shop name was 
changed from Stokes & Co to Stokes & Sons, reinforcing the family’s 
ongoing involvement and commitment. When Wilfred died in 1954, 
Mike’s father, John, went into partnership with his mother, Wilfred’s 
widow and took over in his own right in 1960. The shop closed in 1980. 
Christmas has always been vitally important to the retail sector and 
throughout its existence, Stokes & Co set great store by the Christmas 
display to boost sales. Mike described, in his blog, how the whole family 
rallied around at Christmas and he was serving in the shop from the age 
of thirteen. In 1972 the long-serving staff member responsible for the 
Christmas window retired and Mike’s father turned to him to design and 
create the annual display for the final years of the shop’s existence. It is 
evident from his blog that he relished this responsibility and worked on it 
from early November each year. 
Mike held a comprehensive archive of the business, including 
advertising material, legal documentation, accounts, residual stock and 
shop fittings from its early days until it ceased trading. He generously 
donated this archive, together with a number of his eclectic collections, 
to the locally-based PAST LIVES Museum. These now form part of the 
museum’s research collection and can be made available for personal 
study by appointment at the museum as well as being regularly 
displayed in exhibitions in the Glamorgan area. 
The website is: [http://www.pastlives-genealogy.com/museum-archives]. 
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The shop in the years after WW1 
      

Mike’s 1979 Christmas Window  
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Stanley Simmonds 
 
Mike’s maternal grandfather, Stanley Simmonds was also a well-known 
figure in Bridgend. He was a builder by trade but also an accomplished 
organist with a strong interest in ecclesiastical music.  
He was born on December 23rd 1888 in Bridgend though his father, 
William Simmonds had come to the town from Wootton Basset a few 
years earlier. William, too, had been a builder.  
Stanley was a loyal member of Hope Baptist Chapel and indeed may 
have been involved in the construction of the church from late 1906 to 
February 1908 as he took pictures of the progress of the construction 
although the builder was reported to be Mr. W. Francis, of Bridgend. 
In 1910 Stanley was reported as leading the Sunday school in a service 
to celebrate the anniversary of the Christian Endeavour Society and in 
the 1911 census he is shown as a bricklayer, living in the household of 
the Hope Minister, the Rev. Kettle.  
On April 6th 1915, Stanley married Beatrice Bartlett, a local girl, at Hope 
Chapel and the Glamorgan Gazette reported that the newly-weds ‘had 
‘been the recipients of special marks of favour and esteem’, These were 
a marble timepiece, suitably inscribed, from the Sunday School and 
Bible Class, an oak octagonal drawing room table and a small silver 
vase from the Christian Endeavour Society. 
In the years that followed there are a number of reports of him giving 
organ recitals both in Hope Chapel and other local churches. Evidently 
musicality ran in the blood as his daughter and granddaughter, Mike’s 
mother and sister, are also accomplished organists. 
In 1938 he was responsible for the construction of Litchard Mission 
Church, and also built the church at Ogmore by sea 
In 1970 he was featured again in the Glamorgan Gazette, celebrating 
53 years as organist at Hope Chapel, where he was also a life deacon. 
He was self-taught, having had no professional tuition, composed his 
own tunes for a number of hymns and revealed that he would like to 
have made his career in music but that it had not been a career path 
available to him. The Rev. Miles, Hope Minister at the time, said of him: 
‘As an organist he seems to worship God with his fingers. You can feel 
the worshipful spirit in his playing.’ 
He lost his wife Beatrice in 1975 and he died, aged 88, in 1977. 
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Litchard Mission Church 
 
2018 is the 80th anniversary of the founding of Litchard Mission Church, 
which was built by Stanley Simmonds. 
In the pre-war development plans for Litchard there was no provision for 
any place of worship so the Penybont Rural District Council Architect 
and Surveyor, John Simon Davies, floated the idea, at a public meeting 
on November 23rd 1938, of an interdenominational church to serve the 
growing population of the area, reported at around 1,600 people. 
The bill for building the church was £1,000 and the land was leased 
from a Mr. Hubert Taylor at a rent of 1 shilling per annum. Mr. Taylor 
actually then gifted the freehold to the church in 1971. The Glamorgan 
Advertiser described it in October 1939 as ‘a soundly constructed 
building…situated in pleasant surroundings.’ 
On July 3rd 1939 an outdoor meeting was held to give thanks for the 
project. Stanley Simmonds set up a temporary platform on the site for 
the church and obtained an organ (we have no record of whether he 
was also the organist but it seems more than likely.)  
The Mission Hall was opened on November 22nd 1939, full to capacity. 
The first pastor was not appointed until 1941. He was Cecil Robinson, a 
lay pastor who worked at the nearby REME site. He was succeeded, in 
1944, by the Rev Hywel Griffiths, officiating part-time but, in January 
1946, he was inducted as the full-time Minster. The Church later joined 
the Federation of Independent Evangelical Churches 
The first schoolroom was a Nissen hut, bought from the Army for £30. It 
served as a Sunday school which, by 1946, had 236 members. It was 
also used for the issue of ration books and as a polling station on 
election days. It was, apparently, a particularly draughty building, 
heated by a rather smoky coke stove. For a number of years magic 
lantern shows for the Sunday School were held using 4” square slides 
obtained from the Church Army, showing stories from the Bible, in vivid 
colour, projected onto the back wall of the schoolroom  
The schoolroom was converted into a permanent structure in 1957, with 
the dedication service on November 9th. An extension to Stanley 
Simmonds’ original structure was proposed and completed at the end of 
1983 and shortly afterwards, in 1985, a Baptistry was added. The 
Church continues to thrive to this day. 



 9 

Litchard Mission Church 
  
 
  
 

 

Litchard Mission Church today 
 
 

The outdoor thanksgiving meeting in 1939 
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Little West (From Mike’s blog) 
In February 1978, the former hotel known as “Little West” was about to 
undergo a transformation into a residential home for the elderly. The 
first such privately registered home in the county, there were to be 
many trials and tribulations before residents moved in, the authority had 
no benchmark other than their own homes and therefore sometimes 
seemed to be making it up as they went along. 
The reason why we had elected to convert a former fifteen-bedroomed 
hotel into a residential care home is a lengthy story in itself. The 
alterations to the building were undertaken by ourselves and we saved 
considerable money by tackling all the major building work. The first 
couple of weeks of the conversion were mostly trial and error and the 
weather was ridiculously cold. It snowed on and off during the third 
week into the alterations and by the Saturday of that week I anxiously 
kept my eye on a large drift, which was building up on the Ogmore 
Road. By mid afternoon we decided we had to make a dash for home 
five miles away. That night probably the biggest blizzard in my lifetime 
occurred, Bridgend was cut-off for days and we were stranded five 
miles away from Southerndown for over a week. Eventually a narrow 
track was cut through the snow and we were able to return to assess 
any damage.  
There was a large piece of waste ground alongside the property, which 
was formerly a car park. On this site I constructed a 2ft gauge railway, 
the LWNGGR - Little West Narrow Gauge Garden Railway. The first 
track was made of prefabricated track panels, rather like a giant train 
set and by 1990 there were three locomotives on the railway. Normally 
we would not carry passengers, we discontinued that after the 1989 
Open Day when we had a derailment resulting in the necessitation of 
replacing all the rail on the curved sections with a heavier gauge; I used 
to allow organised parties to travel and also drive the locomotives 
provided they had previous experience. LWNGGR 1985-2005; the 
railway was fun while it lasted! 
Little West Residential Home for the Elderly was in operation from the 
summer of 1978 until 1994, a period of sixteen years. After closure we 
continued to live there converting the building into three flats (mine was 
on the top floor) until 2005 when it was sold for redevelopment, in all we 
had worked and lived there for twenty-eight years. 
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Little West as a private 
house in 1906  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Little West during the 
conversion to a 
residential home in the 
snow of 1978 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Little West in 2005, again 
a private home for a 
number of members of the 
Stokes family 
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Wordsearch 
 
As a tribute to Mike, Dawn Lewis has created this wordsearch puzzle 
based on the talk Mike gave on his brick collection. 
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Mike’s Collections 
 
Mike was a true collector with a wide range of interests which, though 
eclectic, were linked by the themes of engineering, technology and 
progress. He was not interested in simply amassing objects, he was 
securing a brief window into a lost world.  
Beginning with the basics, he had a collection of over 200 bricks 
representing the output of South Wales brickworks. His online catalogue 
of local brickworks recording both his bricks and his research is still 
available online at http://www.opobs.org.uk. 
At the other end of the technological spectrum, he had a large collection 
of film cameras from a wooden Sanderson plate camera to a pair of 
aluminium Bencini cameras, which he admired for their style and 
simplicity. As a keen photographer he used modern digital equipment to 
best capture the image in his mind but the complex, tiny, delicate 
mechanism of the film cameras spoke to the engineer in him. 
At various times in his life Mike owned a number of (relatively) small 
stationary engines designed to drive mobile power tools. His blog 
describes a number of visits to barns and fields in search of these 
treasures and, having acquired them, Mike stripped down, restored and 
exhibited them at vintage fairs and rallies across the country and even 
created a travelling museum, which he set up in front of his caravan. 
 

  

Some of 
Mike’s 
engines at a 
vintage rally 
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The bricks! 
 

 
 
 
 

 

The cameras 
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The 
travelling 
museum 
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Two views of the foot of the 
Rhiw taken by Mike Stokes 

All photographs in this journal 
courtesy of Natalie Murphy or 
PAST LIVES Museum. 


